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Where to Find Travel Clients in 2026 Beyond Social Media

Home
Blog

You donâ??t need to dance on TikTok to build a thriving travel business. Hereâ??s where your next
clients are actually hiding,  and how to reach them.

If youâ??re a travel advisor, youâ??ve probably been told the same thing a hundred times: post more.
Post Reels. Post Stories. Post at the right time of day, with the right hashtags, in the right font.

And look â?? social media works. Itâ??s a legitimate channel, and for some advisors, itâ??s a great
one. But hereâ??s what doesnâ??t get said enough: for many advisors, social media is the slowest
path to a booked client. Youâ??re competing with millions of pieces of AI-generated travel content,
algorithms that change monthly, and an audience thatâ??s scrolling for inspiration, not necessarily
ready to buy.

Meanwhile, some of the highest-converting client sources in this industry require zero editing apps and
zero viral moments. Hereâ??s where to look in 2026.

1. Your past clients (yes, really)

This one gets overlooked because it feels too obvious. But your highest-converting audience is people
who already know you, trust you, and have experienced your work firsthand.

A client who travelled with you two years ago and hasnâ??t booked since isnâ??t gone. They probably
just havenâ??t had a reason to reach out â?? life got busy, or they assumed youâ??d remember them
when they were ready.

Make it work: Set aside one afternoon a month to personally check in with past travellers. Not a mass
email â?? a real message. â??I was just thinking about your Portugal trip â?? are you dreaming about
anywhere for 2027 yet?â?• Anniversary-of-travel messages, birthday notes, and â??this deal made me
think of youâ?• emails consistently outperform any social post.

2. Referral partnerships with adjacent professionals

Think about who else serves your ideal client. If you specialize in honeymoons, wedding planners are
talking to your future clients every single week. If you focus on luxury or multi-generational travel,
financial advisors, interior designers, and event coordinators already have the relationships you want.

These professionals arenâ??t your competition â?? theyâ??re your distribution channel. And most of
them are happy to refer a trusted travel expert, because it makes them look good to their clients.

Make it work: Pick two or three professions that align with your niche. Reach out with a genuine offer:
â??Iâ??d love to be the person you send clients to when they mention travel. Hereâ??s how I take care
of the people you refer.â?• Then reciprocate.
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3. Email â?? the channel you actually own

Your Instagram following can disappear with one algorithm change or account glitch. Your email list is
yours forever.

Email consistently delivers some of the best returns in marketing, and for travel advisors itâ??s
especially powerful because trip planning has a long runway. Someone might sit on your list for eight
months before theyâ??re ready â?? and when they are, youâ??re the expert already in their inbox.

Make it work: Start simple. One email a month. Share a destination youâ??re excited about, a client
story (with permission), and one clear invitation to book a call. Consistency beats cleverness.

4. Your local community

While everyone else fights for attention online, in-person visibility has become a competitive advantage.

Chamber of commerce events, local business networks, community fairs, church and cultural groups,
your kidsâ?? school community â?? these are rooms full of people who would rather book with
â??someone Iâ??ve actually metâ?• than a faceless website.

Make it work: Offer to give a free talk â?? â??How to Plan a European River Cruiseâ?• or â??Travel
Scams to Avoid in 2026â?• â?? at a library, community centre, or seniorsâ?? organization. Youâ??re
not selling; youâ??re demonstrating expertise. The bookings follow.

5. Niche communities and interest groups

Golfers book golf trips. Foodies book culinary tours. Quilters, scuba divers, wine lovers, marathon
runners â?? every hobby has communities, both online and off, and every one of them travels.

If you have a niche (and in 2026, you should), the communities built around that interest are far warmer
audiences than the general public.

Make it work: Join as a genuine participant first. Answer questions, share knowledge, be helpful. When
the group plans its next trip â?? and it will â?? youâ??ll be the obvious person to organize it. Group
travel from a single community connection can fill years of your calendar.

6. Supplier partnerships and co-marketing

Your preferred suppliers want you to sell more â?? and many have marketing dollars, materials, and
event support waiting for advisors who ask.

Co-hosted client evenings, cruise nights, and destination showcases put you in front of warm prospects
with a partner covering part of the effort and cost.

Make it work: Ask your BDMs what marketing support is available. Then invite past clients and
encourage them to bring a friend â?? every attendeeâ??s plus-one is a brand-new prospect.
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7. Google â?? the moment of highest intent

When someone searches â??travel agent near meâ?• or â??Disney travel planner BC,â?• theyâ??re
not idly scrolling. Theyâ??re looking to hire someone right now.

A complete Google Business Profile with recent reviews is one of the most underused free tools in the
industry.

Make it work: Claim and complete your profile, then build a habit of asking every happy client for a
review while the trip glow is still fresh. Ten genuine reviews will outperform a thousand followers.

The real strategy: show up where your client
actually is
The best client-acquisition plan in 2026 isnâ??t one channel â?? itâ??s knowing who your ideal client is
and meeting them where they already spend their time. For some advisors, thatâ??s Instagram. For
many, itâ??s a wedding plannerâ??s referral, a community talk, or a well-timed email to a past client.

You donâ??t have to do all seven. Pick two, do them consistently for six months, and watch what
happens.
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Contact Us

(604) 659 4150 

careers@travelmasters.ca 

Head Office

9.00 AM â?? 5.00 PM PST 

MON â?? FRI 

800 â?? 525 West 8th Ave. Office 725 Vancouver, BC V5Z 1C6 
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